
Dept. [)enetlce 
u. of Wisconsia 
Madison 6, Wff+ 

C.D.C., Chamblee, Ga. 

February 11, 1953 

Dear 13x'; Hayea: 

Xdur letter of the 25th reaches me at a time when 1 am ,in fact, 
precoccupied with another matter, eo that 1 will not be able to 
study it until I return to Madieon shortly. 

May I wxment briefly on the plans for the OSX eymposum? Zt would 
no% be alther profitable or feaeible far u8 to prspare a critique 
of your 'empirical and provocative" paper, 80 you tsaet;me a free hand 
and need not worry (as you would not in e.ny case) about an unkind 
discuaaion. QI the other hand, the points that you aak perm&asion 
to quote will be reviewed to the extent that they will be ready for 
publication in our own brief paper, which will have to do with then 
untangling of transduction and lyeo~nizati~, especially in E. coli. 
It would be better on the whole, 3 think, if your rsferenees to our 
work were confined to the publiahed data; as fhees are all t&f f 818 
sufficiently certain of now. 

Re your la& questbma, m my views have been pretty Well stated 
in that recent paper in Ckmetlos. Until we know a good deal more about 
both F+ and the mechanics of recombination in K-12, the statement of 
F+ beir?g possibly 8 genetic vector may have unsuspected meaninga. Aa 
far as I can eee now, we have evidence only of whole eelle. As to the 
tranemiasion of defective genotypes, the moet pertinent evidence e~nee 
from diploide, and the only defecta we have mmrf eeem hawe tnvolvad 
the Pal-S segment. We did not for exaple find Mtl p LEG-, except for 
types that proved to be hanozygoue diploid Lac-/Lac-.On the other haxdl, 
ue have occasionally gotten oomplete dlploidlir (even with respect to &l-S>. 
I will not say that defective gametes can never occur, but cmplete onee 
certainly do. All thie ie old hat now, and naoet of it in the 1951 CSB. 
Ae I have said before, however, P will be surprised &f the final answer 
doee not prove ue somehow both right in scaas way that is not yet obvious. 

I do not have ther referencee here, but understand you have baen 
interested in the XII eomatfc antigen of Salmonella. Ip you still ham 
them, would you be kind enough to send me reprbits? This antigen, or 
eplne fraction, seme to be the receptor for ow traneducing,~phage PLT22. 
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~Pour8 sincerely, 
, I 

I 5f-@ , ,' 

Joshua Lederberg 


